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1 ~Mr. Ragab from Institute of bioinformatics and structural biology

1.

This is my second year in Taiwan. I am very grateful to be here because it
seems to be very friendly for Muslins. But I am sitting here to request a
bigger prayer room for our religious activities. Starting with Taiwan has
already at least 60 thousand Muslin residents, we think that NTHU is a big
destination for Muslin students especially in Hsinchu. And we think that
NTHU should provide us a big place for our religious activities.

So far we have three smaller rooms in NTHU. One can fit for six to eight
students in normal cases. Two days ago 1t started to be opened again but
[ think 1t can fit like 4 students now. And we have another prayer room,
it" s a more comfortable one so it is used mostly by Muslin. At this room



we can fit like 8 people also. But we still have our plan for bigger prayer
group. Especially this one on Friday. For this time, we rent a room next
to the lake which can fit like 20 students, so we take this mirror room
for 300 NTD every week for one hour prayer. For this one, we pay for our
donation but its ok because we only have four times a month. But we want
to do more activities.

For NCTU university, they have specialized place for Muslin, it’ s a Muslin
students club. So for this one, all NTHU students and even Muslin in
Hsinchu, we used to go there to do our activities, but since COVID-19, 1t
has been closed already. We really have been affected by this, but that’ s
ok, we can do the prayer separately.

As the COVID-19 situation is being easy now. We hope to have your support.
[ have collected some information from at least 30 students at NTHU now.
Our request is just having more Halem food. So far we have only one
restaurant in campus, so maybe, the school can make it easy for more
restaurants to come in. This is the chance to let Muslin students have
other options.

The other thing is having a specialized prayer room that can fit at least
20. We want you to support us for the place. We think it’ s very crucial
for us because it (the room) would still have to be able to fit 15 and
having gathering with Muslin. All of us are coming from our own countries,
and the mosque has a very important rule in our lives. We pray five times
per day, we stay in campus more than 8 hours, so we have three prayers to
do in campus. And we can have more activities which can make it easier for
students here to stay in a Muslim community. Like we have teaching sessions
and maybe we can do some interactions with Taiwanese, we can offer some
information about our religion. And we think Taiwan is a very friendly
country for Muslin. I just want NTHU to take this as a step forward. For
us. Thank you.

: I know there are two candidate places which are possible to be converted
to prayer rooms. I have seen one at Qing dormitory. There is one place maybe
you can do that.

[ know that your concept is to make the space as a kind of club, people
can get together when it comes to the prayer time. You are encouraged to
form a student club because once you have a club, when you use the mirror
room, you don’ t have to pay. You just have to register as a club for
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your religious activities. Maybe you can share some room in other campus
areas that you can extend your activities to let more people know what you
are doing and maybe invite some of the local students to join or witness
what you are doing.

shaju from Chemistry

My first question is that in the Department of Chemistry have qualifying
exam and course work as the separate one. In other departments, they are
having course work and qualifier as the same. So, it’ s very difficult for
us to focus on qualifiers as well as on course work. That’ s, we have to
continue on other such work. So, it will be easy for us if we having these
two combining these qualifiers and course work together.

: Thank you. First about the qualifying exam. There are actually different

philosophies. For example, in my case, thirty years ago, I studied in US,

our department requires the qualifying exams. It s a little bit different
from what you are doing in the research. Their philosophy is like this.

They want to set up a few so-called fundamental courses for PhD or graduates.
You need to show your capability and the knowledge to handle this subjects.

Therefore, I think we respect the decision of your department, this might
be their philosophy.

My second question is, as [ am from India, so in India it" s like we have
different languages and each of every state have their own official
language. So for Indian student at least, we should have a little bit
knowledge in English language so that we can communicate with other state
people. So why it’ s necessary for us students from India at least to take
a course in English when they come to NTHU? Obviously we know English---I" m
not saying that we know English really better than others--- like everybody
knows i1t, so what is the point that when we come to NTHU that we should
have an either an English proficiency test or we should provide a
certificate.

: I frequently receive this kind of questions about the English requirements.

You mean that students from India should be waved from the English
requirements because you think everybody 1s capable for English? Ok, I
will again pass the message to the office of academic affairs or global
affairs because I also receive different message. Some people say that, of
course, the students from India, they possess enough knowledge without
having to take English courses. However, there are a small number of



students from India who are not capable in English. Anyway, [ get your
message, | will pass the information again. Of course, if we can do that,
everybody 1is happy.

My third question is, this is a question from my friends. Many of them are
studying in the medical science department. In medical science department,
the scholarship we won is really low. It s obvious that a medical science
student apply to the department who should be paid at least 10 thousand
NTD. But I know many students who obtaining really less which means less
than 5000 NTD from their professors and they are going for some jobs
outside. It" s like a really difficult situation for them to maintain the
research well.

: This should not happen. I will pass to the department chair and see what
he can do. Also, there are two levels of scholarship. One i1s a tuition
waiver. The second i1s tuition waiver plus, maybe 10 thousand per month.
Yes, not everybody got the high-level scholarship. For those who got the
lower level, which is tuition waiver, with regard to expense for living, .
1t has to come from somewhere. Normally, we encourage professors and
advisors to provide 10 thousand. This is much fair for the level. But in
some cases, they are not.I will let the department chair know and try to
improve this.



